


Sylvia: “Listen to the Words” 



A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF 
THE LIFE OF 

SYLVIA OLDEN LEE 
 

A Biographical Retrospective 

Sylvia at age 6, with her elder brother James Clarence 

Olden, and younger brother Georg Elliott Olden. 



Sylvia receiving Honorary Doctorate from 

Oberlin College in 2003 



A Special Thank You to the Artists  

Who Are Contributing Their Talents  

  



  



  



Tributes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bass-baritone
















Reverend James Clarence Olden, 

Sylvia's father, member of the legen-

dary Fisk University Quartet which 

included Roland Hayes 

Sylvia Alice Ward Olden, Sylvia's mother, 

gifted soprano and pianist 

Sylvia Through the Years 

Everett Lee performs the violin in his Tuskeegee Airmen 

uniform in 1943. (Courtesy of Everett A. Lee III ) 

Sylvia with Daughter Eve Lee, after receiving 

doctoral degree from Vanderbilt University, looking 

up at Sylvia's grandfather Rev. Nelson Murray  

(1974) 

Sylvia's graduation from Oberlin in 1938, with 

her mother and her teacher William Duncan 

Allen 

Lee Family at their home in Harlem 

(circa 1949) 



Sylvia with Roland Hayes 

Gregory Hopkins and Sylvia 

Sylvia accompanying Minister Louis Farrakhan 

Sylvia with her dear friend civil rights heroine 

Amelia Boynton Robinson 

William Warfield, Sylvia Olden Lee, and George Shirley, May 

28, 1994 “For a  National Conservatory of Music Movement” 

Conference at Howard University 

Sylva with Robert McFerrin, first African-

American male artist to perform at the 

Metropolitan Opera 



A Special Thank You to: 

Master class for young singers with Sylvia, William Warfield 

and George Shirley (in audience) at "For a  National Conser-

vatory of Music Movement” conference in 1994 

Sylvia in the 1990s 

Sylvia at the piano with (L to R) William Warfield, Dorceal   

Duckens and Dennis Speed 



Text Translations 













Constructing nested Platonic 

solids 

Constructions of stellations of polyhedra 

 

 
 



Symposium: Concluding Event of Two-Day  
Tribute to Sylvia Olden Lee 

 Register on Eventbrite at tinyurl.com/oldenlee 
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