
1 980 . . . .  Their response to this trauma 
was to shift away from classical Marxism 
. . .  and embrace the more diffuse and 
parano ia - d r i v e n  theor i e s  of the  
Frankfurt School. . . .  The writer who 
drops in on this world is bound to feel 
l i k e  G u l l i v e r  v i s i t ing  the Roya l  
Academy of Lagoda ,  wi th  its solemn 
'projectors' laboring to extract sunbeams 
from cucumbers." 

There are similar bans mots on almost 
every page, usually delivered with the 
wicked, almost catty, sharpness which is 
convention among today's professional 
critics. Hughes skewers, among other 
things, Afrocentrism, postmodern archi
tecture ,  and at tacks  on C h r i s topher  
Columbus by  erstwhile "Aztec national
ists"-many of the same subjects which 
have been cr i t i ca l ly  surveyed in th i s  
magazine over the years. On the symp
toms of the disease, Hughes is an enter
tainment; but on its causes, he is effec
tively silent. And, his prescription for a 
cure is worse than useless. 

Hughes limits himself to his area of 
expert i se .  Art  in America  no longer 
serves the society, he says, because it has 
become a battleground between two 
"P.C. 's"-a leftist "politically correct," 
and a r ight-wing "patr io t i ca l ly  cor
rect"-with each new at tack by one 
side, causing an escalation by the other. 
The proposed solution is to cool out the 
fight by de-pol iticizing our museums, 
and by stopping neo-conservatives from 
using the National Endowment for the 
Arts as a political hobbyhorse. In this 
way, artworks will be stripped of their 
polit ical  cover ,  and wi l l  be forced to 
stand on their own merits. 

I think that every reader would agree 
that the judgment of a work of art can
not be based on the artist's allegiance to a 
political mafia. However, saying what 
good art isn 't, doesn ' t  tell you much 
about what good art  is, and as Hughes 
pursues this aspect, he undoes everything 
useful in his previous polemic. 

Is Art Scien tiflc ? 

Hughes is a militant modernist; in fact, 
his 1 9 8 1  book,  The Shock of the New, 
was a very effective attempt to break 
down the l a s t  popu lar  re s i s tance  to 
modernism in American culture.  For 
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two decades, Hughes has been celebrat
ing modernism's canonical belief that 
art's purpose is not universal, but is pri
mar i ly  the exposit ion of the internal  
state of the artist, no matter how ugly, 
alienated, or lawless that internal state 
might be. "The appreciation of art and 
l iterature," he notes in Complaint, "has 
no scientific basis whatever; one is deal
ing with the unquantifiable coin of feel
ing . . . . "  This means that there can be 
political works of art, but Art (capital 
A) is not political .  

"We know, in our heart of hearts," 
Hughes adds, "that the idea that people 
are morally ennobled by contact with 
works of art is a pious fraud. "  To prove 
that  po int ,  Hughes  c i te s  the case  of  
R e n a i s s a n c e  l o r d  S ig i smondo d a  
Malatesta, who had the "excellent taste" 
to have Alberti, Duccio, and Piero della 
Francesca decorate his home, but yet 
r e m a i n e d  a m u rd e r e r  a n d  Sa  tan i s t  
despite the brilliant art surrounding him. 

Hughes' point here i s  clearly prag
matic garbage ! Certainly, Plato tutored 
the tyrant Dionysius; Leonardo painted 
fo r C e s a r e  B o r g i a ;  a n d  Bee thoven  

Multiculturalism: 
Prescription 
For Genocide 

One of the mandatory textbooks on 
the read ing  l i s t  for "Po l i t i ca l l y  

Correct" U .S .  colleges today is the auto
biography of the Guatemalan "Indian 
activist" Rigoberta Menchu. The book is 
a fraud a lmost  as  great as  Menchu' s  
being granted a Nobel Prize in 1 992 as a 
peace activist ! I, Rigoberta is not an hon
e s t  s to ry  to ld  to d e fe n d  oppre s s ed  
Indians ,  bu t  a tract scripted by  s lave
masters, to perpetuate slavery. 

The stories told by Menchu of her 
childhood describe conditions intolera
ble for any human being to have to suf
fer. But what does I, Rigoberta identify 
as the causes of Guatemala's backward
ness, despite its potential ? What are the 
solutions proposed by Menchu and her 
promoters as the path to freedom ? 

Most s t r ik ing is what i s  not men-

played before  the  d e l egates  of  the  
Congress of Vienna-and by the sim
plistic test of pragmatism, they all failed 
miserably. Yet we do not call them fail
ures, because their accomplished inten
tion was to expose to all humanity an 
a d v anced  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  how 
mankind partakes in God's continuing 
plan of creation. Their art remains great 
exactly because it was universal, morally 
ennobling, scientific, and political. 

The modernists' radical re-definition 
of art to include ugliness, and even psy
chos i s-a rev i s ion  p ioneered by the 
Frankfurt School theorists [see my arti
cles in Winter 1 992 and Summer 1 993 
Fidelia's] whom Hughes elsewhere con
demns-is the entire basis of the post
modernist lunacies which Hughes says 
he opposes. Thus, all Hughes contributes 
to the battle against Political Correctness 
are some witty descriptions. On the other 
hand, anyone serious about stopping this 
destruction of our culture, wi l l  admit 
that beauty-in opposition to modernist 
ugl iness-is one of the few effective 
weapons we have to do it. 

-Michael Minnicino 

I, R igoberta Menchu,  
An I n d i a n  Woman in 

G uata m a l a  
ed ited by E l i sebeth Burgos-Debray 

trans lated by An n Wrig ht 
Verso, New York, 1 984 

tioned . No history is offered, nor any 
basic facts of economics .  There i s  no 
discussion of the foreign debt, collaps
ing terms of trade, or the International 
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Monetary Fund. Nor is any reference 
made to the soaring drug trade which 
began in Guatemala in the late 1 970's, 
as  the country became t ransformed 
into a ma jor  coca ine  t rans sh ipment  
center, and  a producer of heroin and 
maflJ uana. 

Instead, Menchu's book offers only 
the imbecilic slogans concocted to justi
fy "people's revolutionary war" as the 
causes of all Guatemala's problems: The 
"rich," the Army, and Spanish coloniz
ers of 500 years ago are the Enemy, sim
ply because they are rich, in the Army, 
and not- Ind i an .  As fo r so lut ions ,  I, 
Rigoberta is a call to arms against any 
and all attempts to alter the backward
nes s  in wh i ch  the m a j o r i ty  o f  
Guatemalans live, because this i s  "their" 
culture. 

It is not incidental to this program of 
action that 1, Rigoberta was put together 
by Burgos-Debray ,  the w i fe of that  
French theoretician of  Ibero-American 
guerrilla warfare, Regis Debray, who in 
the 1 960 's  left his base in  Havana to 
accompany Cuba's Che Guevara in the 
mountains of Bolivia. 

When Menchu was awarded  the 
Nobel Peace Prize in October 1 992, the 
Guatemalan government and mil i tary 
were a t tacked by the i n te r n a t i o n a l  
m e d i a  for " l y ing" t h a t  Menchu,  h e r  
family, and the "popular organizations" 
she was involved with, had anything to 
do with the avowedly Marxist terrorists 
in  Guatemala .  But in  1 98 2 ,  Menchu 
spoke freely about how she and her  
entire family worked with the guerril
las: 

"The people have four politico-mili
tary armed organizations," she explains 
in I, Rigoberta. "The Guerrilla Army of 
the Poor (EGP), the Organization of the 
People in Arms (ORP A), the Fuerzas 
Armadas  Rebe l d e s  (FAR) , and the  
Guatemalan  Workers  Party  (PCT) .  
This is the nucleus of  the national lead
ership. Our idea is to put into practice 
the methods in i t iated by the masses  
when they evolved the ir  ' p e o p l e ' s  
weapons ' :  t o  b e  able t o  make Molotov 
cocktails to fight their army . . . .  We 
wanted to weaken the government eco
nomically, politically, and militarily ." 

During her participation with the 

guerrillas, Menchu assumed the task of 
t r a i n i n g  v i l l ages  i n  " s e l f- d e fe n s e "  
against  t h e  A r m y .  Methods included 
using stones, traps, l ime, and Molotov 
cocktails. "We've often used lime. Lime 
is very fine and you have to aim it in a 
certain way for it to go into someone's 
eyes . . . .  You can blind a policeman by 
throwing l ime in h i s  face . . . .  We'd 
invented a sort of Molotov cocktail . . .  
this cocktai l  could burn two or three 
soldiers," the future Peace Prize activist 
expounded. 

A 'Culture of Rage' 

Her cause "wasn't  born out of some
t h i n g  goo d ,  it was born  out of 
wretchedness and bitterness," Rigoberta 
Menchu twice  t e l l s  B u rgos -Debray . 
Repea te d l y ,  throughout  the  boo k ,  
Menchu speaks o f  the "hatred" which 
drives her sought-for "revolution." 

The central role played by rage and 
h a t r e d  p r o v i d e s  a k e y  to h o w  t h i s  
induced "indigenous struggle" has been 
organized, and points to its purpose: To 
ensure that rebellion against miserable 
conditions and inhuman treatment is 
tu rned  aga inst the na t ion- s tate  and  
na t iona l  in s t i tut ions ,  and not  i n to a 
movement for the development of a l l  
Guatemalans. 

The m e s s age de l i v e red  in I, 
Rigoberta is that Indian "culture" rejects 
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schools,  modern agricultural methods,  
medic ines ,  "al l  things modern . "  The 
guerrillas companeros who came to the 
mountains were trusted, because they 
"adapted to the conditions we l ive in .  
We can only  love  a person who eats 
what we eat," Rigoberta proclaims; the 
mestizos "want to destroy us with medi
cines and other things," such as food 
"made from machines. "  

A Contrasting View 

Students  forced to read I, Rigoberta 
would do well to contrast it with Bridge 
Across Jordan, the  au tobiography of 
a n o t h e r  w o m a n ,  U . S .  C i v i l  R ight s  
leader Amel i a  Boynton Robinson . In  
contrast to  Menchu, Robinson dedicated 
her  energies to trying to better those 
abandoned in poverty, to enable them to 
have access to the most advanced means 
possible, so that they, too, could make 
contributions to the development of the 
human race as a whole. Her efforts, like 
those of Dr. Martin Luther King, J r . ,  
with whom she  worked, were founded 
on the s imple  doctr ine of "Love thy 
neighbor ."  Her constant theme is that 
the hater, by hating, destroys himself. In 
contrast to Menchu, Robinson is often 
heard to say that the only race which 
she is proud to represent, is the human 
race. 

-Gretchen Small 

BOOK I :  

Tuning and Registration Introduction and 
Human Singing Voice 

F rom Tiananmen Square to B e rl i n ,  Beethoven's  Ninth Symphony was chosen 
as the "theme song" of the revolution for human dignity,  because 
Beethove n ' s  work is  the highest expression of Classical beaury. Now, for the 
first t ime,  a Schi l ler  Institute team of musicians and scientists , headed by 
Statesman and phi losopher Lyndon H. LaRouche,  J r. , prese nts a manual to 
teach the u niversal principles which 
underl ie  the creation of great works of 
Class ical musical  art .  

$30 plus $4.50 shipping and handling 

Schiller Institute, Inc. 
P.o.  Box 20244, Washington ,  D . C .  
2004 1 -0244 
or call Ben Franklin Booksellers 
(800)453-4 1 08 ( 703 )777-366 1 fax ( 703 )777-8287 
Visa and MasterCard accepted. Virginia residents 
please add 4.5% sales tax. 
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Intelligence and morality are the 
measure of a man's mind. These 
offerings by the Schiller Institute and 
Executive Intelligence Review are 
designed to make you use your mind 
. . .  and then, to act! 

Read them 
andJoin the 
Renaissance! 

Order from 
Schiller Institute, Inc. 

P.o. Box 20244, Washington, D.C. 20041-0244 

I • •  . •  
'On the Peace of Faith' and 
Other Works by Nicolaus of Cusa 
Translated and with an Introduction by 
William F. Wertz, Jr. 
New translations of 1 6 
works by the great 
15th-century theologi�, . 

Nicolaus of Cusa, the 
father of modern science. 
Twelve of the works never 
before translated into 
English. 

Includes 
On the Peace of Faith 
On Conjectures 
On the Hunt for Wisdom 
On the Not-Other 

$1 5  retail. 

or order all these books from 
Ben Franklin Booksellers 

107 S. King St., Leesburg, VA 22075 
(BOO) 453-4 108 (703) 777-366 1 ;  fax (703) 771-8287 

Shipping: $3.50 first book, .50 each additional book 
VIsa and Mastercard accepted 

Order from 
EIR News Service 

P.O. Box 1 7390 Washington, D.C. 2004 1 -0390 

• -By the Editors of Executive Intelligence Review 

The authoritative 1 52-page 
documentary profile of the 
Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai Beith (ADL). The 
study, based on 1 4 years of 
investigative work, exposes 
the League as a front for 
the international dope 
lobby and reveals its links 
to former Communist bloc 
intelligence services and 
such diverse international 
terrorist organizations as 
the Jewish Defense League 
and the Ku Klux Klan. 

$7.00 retail. 

America's Battle with Britain, 1860-1876 
By Allen Salisbury 
This groundbreaking study, 
originally written in 1978, 
has been reissued by 
Executive Intelligence 
Review because of the 
urgent need to defeat the 
British "free trade" policies 
that are ravaging the 
nation today. 

Includes crucial works 
by American System 
authors: 

Henry C. Carey 
Abraham lincoln 
William D. Kelley 
William Elder 
Stepben Colwell 
Mathew Carey 

$ 1 5  retail. 

TRA VES1Y' A True Crime Story: 
The du Pont Kidnap Case and the LaRouche Railroad 
by an EIR Investigative Team 
Hired thugs from the Cult Awareness Network are tried-and 
acquitted!-of conspiring to kidnap an heir to the du Pont fortune, 
iust to stop him from practicing his political beliefs. $8 retail 


