
global strategic situation made them
selves felt  within the sphere of the 
"great game."  

development of the interior :  "Russia 
would be a great economic power, as 
wel l  as a great mil itary one ."  

would never forgive such a thing."  I t  
is unfortunate that the  lesson of the 
"great game" had not been learned. 

Eurasian Development 
In the penultimate chapter, we are 
treated to a very tel ling diatribe against 
Russia's Count Sergei Witte. Hopkirk 
accuses Witte, who wished to use the 
construction of the Trans-Siberian 
Railway as a civi l izing force into the 
resource-rich, underdeveloped areas 
just north of Central Asia, of feeding 
"his sovereign 's [ Nicholas II] dreams 
with visions of a golden future for Rus
sia." In just two pages, Hopkirk pours 
out his venomous hatred for Witte's 
grand design which, by economically 
linking the Asian continent to Europe, 
particularly Germany, would have 
successfully stymied the British geopo
litical strategy of imperial control over 
the Asian rim, through the economic 

Eighty years later,  in 1 979, both So
viet leader Leonid Brezhnev and 
Prime Minister Aleksei Kosygin,  
strongly objected to the same sort of 
geopolitical thinking amongst their 
Soviet colleagues, in their opposition 
to Soviet mil itary involvement in Af
ghanistan. "We have examined this 
question from all sides . . .  and I will 
tel l you frankly : We must not do this. 
I t  would only play into the hands of 
enemies-yours and ours," said Brez
hnev ; and Prime Minister Kosygin 
added, "If our troops went in, the situ
ation in [Afghanistan] would not im
prove. On the contrary, it  would get 
worse. Our troops would have to 
struggle not only with an external ag
gressor, but with a significant part of 
[ the Afgani] people. And the people 

And today, with Witte's grand de
sign almost forgotten,  it  is  the contin
ued refusal of oligarchical Britain to 
surrender its v ision of an imperial, 
one-world empire based on the immi
seration of others, which gives rise to 
the opposition to peaceful economic 
development of Central Asia. Hop
kirk makes one realize that the flames 
of a Thirty Years War have been 
fanned in the region by a several-cen
tury process of exploitation by the "for
ward-looking" factions of both Britain 
and Imperial Russia. One can only ad
mire the humanitarian intent behind 
Count Sergei Witte's grand design, 
and reject the imperialism which has 
been played out so tragically in the 
"great game" in Central Asia. 

-Denise Henderson 

President Clinton: Free Lyndon LaRouche! 
Dear President Clinton : 

In the course of your election campaign, and follow
ing your election as President of the United States, you 
pledged to bring about a change in American policy. 
We welcome this intent, and wish you courage and 
steadfastness for this difficult task. 

We call upon you to take a first step in this direction:  
To end a crying inj ustice-see to it  that Lyndon 
LaRouche is immediately set free and exonerated . 

Lyndon LaRouche, who is innocent, has been incar
cerated as a political prisoner in the federal prison in 
Rochester, Minnesota since January 1 989. He committed 
no crime ; his sentencing and imprisonment were the 
result of years-long slanders and persecutions by forces 
of the Reagan-Bush administration, in combination with 
the media and private organizations, as well as forces of 
the secret services of formerly communist states. 

Over 1 ,000 prominent j urists from all over the world 
have protested publicly against this abuse of j ustice, in 
the course of which LaRouche and a number of his 
associates were supposed to be eliminated as an unde
sired opposition. Hundreds of parliamentarians and 
other prominent personalities from all over the world 
have joined this protest. 

The LaRouche case was presented to the Human 

Name Address 

Rights Commission of the United Nations several times;  
UN Special Rapporteur Angelo Vidal D'Almedia 
Ribeiro included the case in his  report last year to the 
UN Commission on Human Rights. 

Since then, explosive new material has come to l ight 
documenting the political motivation behind this perse
cution. One U.S. court has, in fact, ruled that the trial 
had come into being as a result of 'constructive fraud' 
on the part of the government. 

We are outraged at the arrogance of the Bush govern
ment, which ignored all protests and appeals .  Yet it  was 
George Bush himself who in  1 988, i .e . ,  before LaRouche 
had been indicted in Alexandria, Va., declared in public 
that LaRouche belonged behind bars, thus, as Vice Presi
dent, anticipating any legal procedure. 

We, the undersigned, see ourselves as members of an 
international coalition to free Lyndon LaRouche. We 
appeal to you, President Clinton : Give a signal that you 
seriously mean to bring about change : Act ! Take the 
necessary steps immediately to set LaRouche and his 
associates free. 

I join the international coalition to free Lyndon 
LaRouche and endorse the above appeal. I agree to have 
my name published with this appeal in American or 
European newspapers. 

I .  ________________________________________________________________________ _ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Sign, circulate, and send to the Schiller Institute,  P.O. Box 66082 , Washington, D.C.  20035-6082. 
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